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ceneral  l {aI t ,  ceneral  ky]e,  cenelal  oui l ter ,
Generar Thlash, ceneral  sawyer,  Tloopels:

- 
Tonight, r have cone to bl'd you cod-speeil as you

leave -- 6onE o! you for the seconat ri,ne -- to aerena your
Nat i .n '6 caus6.

Iour tlesrlnatlon -- r Corps in vternan -- 1s torD
and scarred tonlgh!.  More than .ny other s l rerch of  terr l -
tory '  I t  ls  a place whele the 

'neaning 
of  rh is wa! is c lear ly

rhe eneny, rbo s€r out nine years ago to conquer
sout l  v ietnan by force, 18 shoulng precisely what he tntends
rn I  Corps.  He hakes no pretense of  tatk ing about Iand re_

imploving the I ives of  the peopte.  He wdnts,
lnstead, his neighbor 's 1and. He bet ieves the way !o get i t
ls  at  the potnt  of  a gun.

He is undterratirg rhat he calls his ,Route 9 Offen_
::" . . "  t :  

p lans to str ike arong tha! roure ani l  to plant his
rrag on the f lee soi l  of  the Repubt ic of  Vletn&, Defeated in
every other part  of  the country,  he has concenrrated his maJo!
ef for t  there,  wi th resular forces of  lhe North v ie lnarese Alrny.
At.ouang T!1 --  a!  Hue --  at  Danang --  at  Knesanh __ tonight
Unlted States Ma: ine6 slancl  squale]y ln rhe palh of  h is pian.,

Freedoin's defenEe could hot be in better hanals.

The litarires in vietnaR have not onlv shorn hou
bravely they ce f ighr.  rhey have also pione; leal  in an ef fo l t
that has no precedenr $hatever tn ftalfare. ahev have shown
the vletnanese peopl€, $hose ]ives anat homes th;y defend, how
to hope. slde by siale rith rhei( alliesr rhey h;ve ptanteat
6eeds of freedon in hundreds of vitl.ages. They have insplreat
nev courage, ner conftdence, in al] the people. And the
people eill. not forget.

Now the ener0y has brouqht nev heartbreak to tbe
Iah':l he has invaaled. He has narkedt his path tith flane and
tef tor  - -  and the t ine of  test ing is st i t l  nor over.

thi.s tE a decisive tine tn Vietnan. The eye3 of
the Natlon anat the eyes of the entire wo!1al -- the eves of
al l  of  h lstory t tsel f  - -  are on that l i t t ]e,  b lave b;nd of
defenders l{ho holat the pass at (hesanh andl rhe area that is

&e do not atoubt the

General  walr ,  vho 1.
flo{n acloss the land with ne
ralked every Flle ot r Corpg.
can be defenated.

here nith he to.1ght, rho has
today, tetls ne that he has
And Genelal vtalt believes ir
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I lead that €ane tnessage 1n your eyes.

ahe eneny's t lde wi l l  be broken. Tbe vl l laseE _-

and the treasuleal clty of Hue -- itill be .€bullt' Freedon
{i11 sutvlve -- becaus€ br6ve nen Like you are goiDg there to

You -- and the neh of the Airbolne to !.hon I sPoi(e
eallter today at Fort arasg -- are the sons of }Jieflca's best
years, the best years any natlon, any peoPle, have ever t<no{n '
lihateve! th€ statior tron rhlch you cone, you -_ and vou!
fantlies -- are llving a life that no otbers have ever lived.

If tbere ls goodness 1n our Anerlcan llfe, lt flows
flon the reality that we live in peace -- without fear o! our
neighbols -'vithout thEeat fron aggressors -- vlthout hating
or kno\i,ins that re are hated by ancient fo€s.

Peace has be€n, and peace 1s, the great Ame!1can
blessins. rt ls peace that we seek to herP others lind so
that theY tnay U.ve as ne ln tuErica are Plivllegeal to l1ve'

lllheh nen cly "Peace", .to they not knov that Anefl-
cans cannot give Peace to the l{olld by ever abandoning it to
aggressors? when ben cry nPercen, ilo they not unalerstanal that
lre cannot keeP Peace lor our6elves by {ithdraeing fron the
chaU€nges that the enenleE of Peace Present?

But natlons -_ Ilke nen Privileged
to knor anat never able to chooEe the Precise nordent when thelr
alestlny is deterrnlned. we can only knon -- and te can only
stlive to anslre! -- the caII of duty when that call cones 

'
and the call hag cone tonight.

The nen at Khesanh, in I corps, need hel.P. rhev
have askeal lor it. If you were there atrd they sere here' thev
\rould cone to help You.

I haee asked you to 90 and help then. I knos vou
vrtLl do your duty and that you will get the job done. our
healtE anal ou. hopes fly lrl.th you as you leave on t}lis week

tray God keeP you safely and eone dav brtns vou -_
and arl sitn qhor you stand -- to llve in a nation dal to
live ln a rollal that is nade peaceful by the duty that vou

May Goal bleE6 and keeP €ach of you. We are proud
of you. Your Nation is proual of you. And !l€ wtll be Plouder
irhen you cone narchlng homa after you have alone the Job.

rhank eacb of you, and sooal nlght'

END (AT 8!50 P.M. Pst)
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